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University Embracing New Technologies to Update Curriculum and Communication for the 21st Century

Illinois Institute of Technology will provide all incoming, first-year undergraduate students with Apple iPads as part of an
initiative to integrate new technologies into the classroom and foster educational innovation among faculty and students.

Educational applications for iPad, such as eBooks, Blackboard Mobile Learn, and iTunes University will empower IIT
students with engaging tools that will enhance their educational experience. IIT students and faculty will also develop
new applications that will increase classroom interactivity and collaboration.

IIT is at the forefront of a new age of technology innovation in a variety of ways. In the past year, the university
introduced some of the nation's first courses devoted to the development of mobile applications. The university also
recently opened a new 13,000 square foot facility called the Idea Shop located in IIT's University Technology Park. The
Idea Shop will be the home of the Interprofessional Projects Program (IPRO), where students from all disciplines
collaborate in teams to solve real-world problems, some of which turn into entrepreneurial ventures through the Knapp
Entrepreneurship Center, which helps students take their ideas and products from the classroom to the marketplace.  The
Idea Shop includes space for scientific computing and visualization, engineering graphics, mobile app development,
team-based idea generation and communication, and a state-of-the-art machine shop filled with rapid-prototyping
equipment. Press Release link  
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